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CHRIST IS RISEN!  HE IS RISEN INDEED!  ALLELUIA! 
A blessed Pascha to you!  In about every language except English, the day on which we 
commemorate our Lord’s resurrection is called pascha.  Originally, the Hebrew word 
pasach referred to the Passover feast (Exodus 12) that was celebrated during the same 
week Jesus was crucified. 

In 1 Corinthians 5:7, the apostle Paul makes an interesting connection by referring to 
Jesus as “Christ our pascha Lamb (Passover Lamb) who has been sacrificed.”  During the Jewish Passover, a 
spotless lamb was killed at sundown and roasted as a meal for the family in the home. 

The first Passover was the original fast food. Here’s what the LORD says about it: “In this manner you 
shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you 
shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD's Passover.” (Exodus 12:11) 

The people were to eat this meal in anticipation of journeying to the promised land.  They were to eat this 
meal looking ahead to the Lord’s salvation and deliverance. 

Consider our gatherings every Sunday as we celebrate our Lord’s Resurrection and the deliverance he has 
won for us.  We still eat a meal.  A meal of the spotless Lamb of God who was sacrificed for us.  This meal is 
food for our journey to the Promised Land of heaven.  

In the middle ages, the Lord’s Supper was referred to as Esca Viatorum - “food of wayfarers.”  It’s road 
food.  Food for those on the go.  But this food is not like what you pick up at the drive through.  It’s not 
filled with sodium and calories.  No, this food is heavenly food.  The bread of life that’s filled with salvation 
and that nourishes you body and soul for your journey. 
What journey are we on? Consider that the apostle Peter calls Christians “sojourners and exiles” (1 Peter 
2:11).  It says in Hebrews 13:14–15 “Here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to 
come.”  St. Paul says: “Our citizenship is in heaven” (Philippians 3:20) 

In the midst of all the turmoil of our world, it’s important to remember, as the hymn says (LSB 918), we are 
but pilgrims in this barren land.  When you are weak, your great Redeemer is mighty.  He will guide you.  
Christ, our pascha Lamb who has been sacrificed and who has risen from the grave, will feed you till you 
want to more. 

CHRIST IS RISEN!  HE IS RISEN INDEED!  ALLELUIA! 

In His Peace, 
Pastor Darren Harbaugh
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 Last week our church received an amazing $15,000 gift from an anonymous donor with no 
indication of the address of the donor. The personal message was “Pastor Harbaugh—Thank you for 
preaching the gospel. Keep the faith.” The only guidance was to “use where needed.” The Board of 
Directors has had some preliminary discussion as to where this gift might be used, with the general 
consensus was that it should not just be put into the regular budget. One proposal was to use it to pay for a 
$7,000 bid for re-roofing the back part of the church. Another option is for supporting Pastor Harbaugh in 
continuing education sessions. If you have suggestions, please pass them along. 

 John O’Brien of the Central Coast Senior Services (CCSS) reports that the visit by the State licensing 
board went well, but it may be 30-60 days before the license is issued for the use of our Community Center 
for a senior day care program. They will change all door locks in the Community Center and give us keys. 
The CCSS is getting bids for re-painting of the lower walls in the Community Center. Installation of their 
tables, chairs, and other equipment will occur once they have the State license and a business license from 
the City of Seaside, which will likely be in April. We have agreed to them installing a Tuff Shed if needed for 
storage. For the time being, they will use our AT&T internet access point.  

 Verizon has filed an application for the installation of four cell towers on electrical poles in the 
neighborhood of our church. This application will first be considered by the Planning Commission, and 
Verizon anticipates that the Commission will deny the application just as the City of Monterey has recently 
denied the installation of 13 similar cell towers in a neighborhood in Monterey. The Verizon application for 
the four cell towers in our neighborhood will then move to the City Council, and the Council’s delay of the 
Verizon installation of a cell tower on our church building will be considered at the same Council meeting. 
Verizon considers the installation of a cell tower on our church to be the desirable alternative. Thus Verizon 
will take the City to court if the Council denies that installation after what will then have been four years 
since it was first proposed in April 2014.  

 Our church budget has a Christian Outreach item that typically has included two synodical-related 
agencies, which for 2018 have been designated by the Board of Directors to be for students at the Seminary 
in St. Louis and for the Lutheran World Relief. The Board is requesting input for a local charitable agency to 
be included in our Christian Outreach for 2018. Last year we had supported the Gathering for Women, and 
now the Board is seeking inputs for other possible local agencies. Last year we also designated the fifth 
Sunday in a month as a time for a special collection to support one of these Christian Outreach agencies, and 
we will do a special collection the last Sunday in April for the Seminary students. 

 While we have many blessings (including the anonymous gift above), this is a challenging time for our 
church. In addition to Jonathan Krenz and his family leaving for his next duty station in Norfolk, Arlen 
Hamaker will soon be moving to Ohio to be with her daughter. Sue McLeskey, who has been our organist 
since the early 1980s, and Norm McLeskey, who is on our Board of Congregational Care, will be moving to 
New Mexico in June. We have begun searching for a new organist, and request any leads you may have for an 
organist.    

In His Peace, 
Russell Elsberry
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A BIG THANK YOU FROM THE HOLY CROSS  
LUTHERAN CHURCH YOUTH GROUP-ROCKLIN!



APRIL 01ST:  EASTER SERVICE-10 AM  
APRIL 01ST:  APRIL FOOLS DAY 
APRIL 15TH: CHURCH BOARD MEETING  
APRIL 17TH: INCOME TAX DAY 
APRIL 22ND - HARBAUGH’S OPEN HOUSE 
APRIL 24TH: NEWSLETTER DEADLINE-10 AM 
APRIL 29TH:  5TH SUNDAY POTLUCK! 
THURSDAYS AT 11 AM - BIBLE STUDY
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   † APRIL SERVANT LIST ¢
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  OFFICE HOURS: 
PASTOR HARBAUGH’S OFFICE HOURS: 
TUESDAYS - WEDNESDAY - THURSDAY 

  10 am - 1pm* 
*OR BY APPOINTMENT

 

   MARTHA’S OFFICE HOURS: 
 MONDAY- FRIDAY 9 AM - 1:00 PM
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TEXAS HASH 
INGREDIENTS: 
2 TBSP. Olive Oil       1 C. Diced Onion 
1 C. Diced Green Bell Pepper     1 TBSP. Minced Fresh Garlic 
1 Lb. Ground Beef, 80/20     ½ Tsp. Dry Mustard 
2 Tsp. Chili Powder      2 Tsp. Kosher Salt 
¼ Tsp. Ground Black Pepper     ½ C. Long Grain White Rice 
2 TBSP. Tomato Paste       1 C. Water 
1 14.5-OZ. Can Diced Tomatoes W/Juice  1 Tsp. Worcestershire Sauce 

1 C. Shredded Cheddar Cheese, Optional 

DIRECTIONS: 
In a skillet that has a tight fitting cover, heat olive oil over medium high.   Add onion, peppers, 
garlic, ground beef, dry mustard, chili powder, salt and pepper. Sauté until ground beef is no 
longer pink, breaking up beef as you cook.   Add rice and cook for two minutes letting rice 
absorb liquid.   Add tomato paste and cook for one minute.   Add canned tomatoes with juice, 
water and Worcestershire sauce. Stir, cover and simmer for 20 minutes covered.   After 20 
minutes, remove lid and fluff the mixture then serve. If the mixture is to wet, cook for another 
few minutes with lid off.   If you are using the cheese, sprinkle on top for last few minutes of 
cooking time with lid on.

The Newsletter Deadline for the MAY 2018 Newsletter is: 
TUESDAY,  APRIL 24th, 2018 at 10:00 am!

APRIL 2018 BIRTHDAYS! 
   04/01 - SARA WILLIAMS 

04/02/30 - BETTY OVERTON 
04/08/14- SAM HARBAUGH 

04/18/11- JUNE HARBAUGH 
04/21- ERIK RUEDIGER 

   If you want your birthday in the Newsletter,    
please contact Martha in the office at:  

{831} 394-1312 -or-  
at office@faithseaside.org
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