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CHRIST HAS COME.  CHRIST WILL COME AGAIN.  CHRIST IS COMING EVEN NOW! 

A BLESSED ADVENT TO YOU. 
Advent comes from the Latin word adventus which means “a coming, approach, arrival, a time when 
something appears.” 

During this season of Advent we recall three “important arrivals” of our Savior - Past, Future and 
Present. 
- 
Perhaps foremost in our minds is the First Advent of Christ when he was “conceived by the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary.”  We eagerly anticipate Christmas and yet the season of Advent is a time of 
waiting.  This stands is sharp contrast to the holiday rush of our culture.  We don’t light the candles all at 
once, we don’t decorate the church right away.  Because Advent brings to mind the longing and 
expectation of the people Israel as they looked with hope to the coming of the Messiah, the Christ. 

This is wonderfully expressed in that familiar advent hymn: Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, And 
ransom captive Israel, That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel Shall come to you, O Israel! 
- 
The Second Coming or Advent of Christ is when he “will come again in glory to judge both the living and 
the dead.”  In our Sunday liturgy we repeat St John’s words at the end of the book of Revelation: “Come, 
Lord Jesus.”  Jesus is coming again and we look forward to his return on the Last Day.  Just as the faithful 
longed for Christ’s first Advent, so do we long and prayer for his second Advent when he will appear 
again.  We will see him face to face.  And he will take us to spend eternity with Him. 
- 
This brings us to the third way in which Christ comes.  This Advent is just as important as the others.  
Christ comes to us even now.  We pray at the dinner table, “Come Lord Jesus, be our guest.”  Without 
Jesus, our lives, our futures and even the food we eat are meaningless so we pray that Jesus comes to us 
in his grace, mercy and love.  And he does.  He is among us as we call on his name in our homes and we 
also know that Christ comes to us in a special way in his Holy Supper, in his true body and blood.  He 
comes to forgive, to strengthen to bless. 

So don’t skip over this this Advent season in a mad dash to Christ.  Pause.  Be Still.  Reflect on the 
longing of God’s people.  Consider our time of waiting as we look to Christ’s return.  Give thanks that 
Christ comes to us to give us every blessing in His word and Sacrament. 

A blessed Advent to you!  Christ has come.  Christ will come again.  Christ is coming even now! 

In His Peace, 
Pastor Harbaugh 

*Thanks to Pastor David Loy for sharing his reflections on Christ’s return, which informed this article. 
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PRESIDENTS CORNER  December 2018 

 We join with the Harbaughs in giving thanks to God for the birth of their son 
Benjamin, who became our youngest member when he was baptized on November 11. We 
also ask God to give comfort to the family of our oldest member Val Hoskinson who 
passed away on November 3. Pastor Harbaugh provided a very uplifting memorial service 
for Val. While Pastor may object to my characterization, I considered the service to be a 
celebration of Val’s life in Christ. Val always gave me a smile and a big hug whenever she 
was able to attend church in her later years. Then she would ask where I was traveling 
next and wish me safe travel. We are sad to lose Val, but we know she is with her Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. 

 Recent correspondence from the Synod offices and publications has emphasized that 
we need to give personal witness at every opportunity—whether at work, in our homes, or 
in our neighborhood. We have someone whom I will call our Marina missionary who has 
told me of several opportunities that he has had while walking his dog. Recently, a car 
stopped next to him and his dog, and the driver started a conversation about the dog. But 
then the driver began to share the difficulties he was having and how depressed he was 
with the hopelessness in his life. Our missionary comforted the driver and assured him 
that God loved him and would be there for him as he dealt with all his difficulties. In 
another situation, two women who lived along his regular walk route with his dog 
stopped him and shared that their mother had just passed away. Our missionary again was 
able to extend God’s love to these women, and even led them through a memorial service 
for their mother. We thank God for our Marina missionary who is an example for us. 
While you (and I) may not be able to do a memorial service, we can be aware of 
opportunities to listen, give comfort, and share God’s love for us in the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

Peace, 
Russell Elsberry 
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	      ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UP COMING EVENTS: 
THURSDAYS IN DECEMBER - BIBLE STUDY -  11 AM 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16TH - BOARD MEETING 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16TH - DECORATING THE CHURCH 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE - FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21ST - 10 AM 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25TH - CHRISTMAS - OFFICE CLOSED!

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UP COMING EVENTS CONTINUED: 
The ASTERISK * means that these groups are NOT ASSOCIATED WITH FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH* 
WEEKDAYS (M - F) ADULT DAY CARE* 8 AM - 5 PM 
I-HELP MEN* 5 PM - FIRST MONDAY - TUESDAY AM 
I-HELP WOMEN* 5 PM - SECOND TUESDAY - WEDNESDAY AM 
EVERY MONDAY - GIRL SCOUTS* -6 -8 PM

I-HELP MEN* 
5 PM - 

TUESDAY AM 

6 - 8 PM*

I-HELP WOMEN* 
5 PM - 

WEDNESDAY AM

10 AM

11 AM

11 AM

11 AM

ADVENT 1

ADVENT 2

Sunday School 
Bible Study 9 AM 

Church 10 AM 

Sunday School 
Bible Study 9 AM 

Church 10 AM 

Sunday School 
Bible Study 9 AM 

Sunday School 
Bible Study 9 AM 

Church 10 AM 

ADVENT 3

Sunday School 
Bible Study 9 AM 

Church 10 AM 

ADVENT 4

6 - 8 PM*

6 - 8 PM*

OFFICE 
CLOSED

Decorating 
the 

church



DECEMBER  
2ND

DECEMBER  
9TH

DECEMBER  
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DECEMBER  
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DECEMBER  
30TH
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TIM 
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RUTH 
NUTT

RUSS 
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WALTERS

HOWARD 
PEARSON

LECTOR MARJIE 
KEATING

LINDA 
ELSBERRY

KARL 
KRUEGER

DON 
WALLICH

ANDREW 
KONKLE

FLOWERS THE 
RUEDIGERS

NO ONE 
SIGNED 

UP

NO ONE 
SIGNED 

UP

NO ONE 
SIGNED 

UP

NO ONE 
SIGNED 

UP

COFFEE 
HOUR

NO ONE 
SIGNED 

UP

NO ONE 
SIGNED 

UP

NO ONE 
SIGNED 

UP

NO ONE 
SIGNED 

UP

NO ONE 
SIGNED 

UP

ALTAR  
GUILD

BECKY 
PEARSON

JULI 
REYNOLDS

SARA 
WILLIAMS

RUTH 
NUTT

RUTH 
NUTT & 
BECKY 

PEARSON

   † DECEMBER SERVANT LIST ¢

                OFFICE HOURS:  
 PASTOR HARBAUGH’S OFFICE HOURS:  
 TUESDAYS - WEDNESDAYS - THURSDAYS  
            10 am - 1pm*  

             *OR BY APPOINTMENT 
                  MARTHA’S OFFICE HOURS:  
     MONDAY- FRIDAY 9 AM - 1:00 PM
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LOADED MASHED POTATO CASSEROLE     SERVES 10-12 
INGREDIENTS 
5 lbs. russet potatoes   8 oz. cheddar cheese, divided 
8 oz. sour cream    ½ lb bacon, sliced into 1/2-inch pieces 
1 bunch chives, sliced   kosher salt and freshly ground pepper 
1/2 C. butter (1 stick), cut in 1/2-inch cubes, plus more for greasing the baking dish 

PREPARATION 
1. Peel the potatoes and cut them into roughly 1-inch cubes.    
Put the potato cubes into a large pot and cover them by about 2 
inches with cold water.    Bring to a boil over high heat, and 
continue to boil until the potatoes are fork tender (the potatoes 
should mash easily when you press one of them with the back of 
a fork), 30-40 minutes.    2. While the potatoes are cooking, 
preheat your oven to 350°F and grease a 9 x 13 baking dish with 
butter.    3. Grate your cheddar cheese with a cheese Microplane 
or box grater, then divided your grated cheese in half. Half will get mixed into the mashed potatoes, the 
other half will go on top of the casserole.    4. In a medium skillet over medium heat, cook bacon until 
most of the fat has rendered out and it's starting to crisp, 7-10 minutes.    When the bacon is cooked 
transfer it to a paper towel-lined plate, to drain any excess grease.    5. Once the potatoes are cooked, 
remove the pot from the heat, drain the potatoes into a colander, then put the drained potatoes back into 
the empty pot.    Add the butter, sour cream, a tablespoon of kosher salt, and some freshly ground pepper.    
Mash your potatoes with a potato masher or large wooden spoon.    It's OK if there are still a few chunks, 
as long as everything is combined and the butter is completely melted.    6. Set aside about two 
tablespoons of bacon and two teaspoons of sliced chives for garnish, then add the rest of the bacon and 
chives to the mashed potatoes along with half of the grated cheese.    Mix with a wooden spoon just until 
everything is combined.   7. Spread the mashed potatoes into the greased baking dish, and sprinkle the 
remaining cheddar cheese on top. Bake for 15-20 minutes, until the cheese is melted and the potatoes are 
piping hot.     8. To serve, garnish with the remaining chives and bacon.

The Deadline for the JANUARY 2019 Newsletter is: 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21ST, 2018 at 10:00 am!

     DECEMBER 2018 BIRTHDAYS! 
            Carolyn Short - 11/21/1932 
       Valera Hoskinson - 11/26/1921 
                  Cyrus Ruediger - 11/28 
        If you want your birthday in the Newsletter,    
                please contact Martha in the office at:  
       {831} 394-1312   
          -or- at office@faithseaside.org
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