
 

THE OCTOBER 2018 NEWSLETTER

THE
COMPANION

   CREEPING THINGS 
I have been quite busy recently.  Though probably not in the way you’d expect.  My kids 
have been taking advantage of having a pastor in the house and I have been called on 
quite frequently to conduct “bug funerals” after the untimely demise of a beloved “bug 
friend.”  At first, I was reluctant, but now I’ve presided over so many bug funerals that I 
think I’ve got the service down pat.   

It was a challenge to find the proper Scripture readings for a bug funeral, but I found a 
couple passages that fit the bill.  The first is from Genesis chapter 1 that says “God made…everything that creeps on the 
ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.”  (“Creeping things” are part of God’s good creation too!) 

The second is from Psalm 148 that says, “Praise the Lord from the earth…Beasts and all livestock, creeping things and 
flying birds!…Let them praise the name of the LORD.” 

Having Scripture in hand was not enough though, because a request was made for me to use my “pastor book.” So the 
next task was to modify the liturgy and prayers of the funeral service a bit, for as far as I knew, the bug friends in question 
were not Lutheran.  Nor were they baptized or believing.   

For instance, here a few bug funeral prayers: “Hear our prayer at the death of this bug, whose life has passed so quickly, 
that in our deep sadness we may remember how short our earthly pilgrimage is and seek those things that are above 
where Christ is seated. Amen.”   AND “Comfort us at the sudden death of this bug and make us always ready for your final 
summons when we will depart and be with Christ in glory.  Amen” 

The final act of a bug funeral is to pour dirt over the deceased bug friend saying: “We now commit the body of this bug to 
the ground: earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust, reminding us of the sure and certain hope we have of our 
resurrection to eternal life though Jesus Christ. our Lord” 

At first, I was a bit unsure about presiding over bug funerals in my back yard.  But now I’ve come around.  For a couple 
reasons: 

1) As with any funeral, it is an opportunity to comfort the bereaved.  Kids struggle with death. Even of a bug friends.    
Especially of bug friends!  So we have a bug funeral to grieve the loss. 

2) As with any funeral, a bug funeral is an opportunity to point us to the hope that we have as Christians.  I cannot speak 
with certainty about the eternal fate of a deceased bug.  But I can certainly speak about the future that awaits all those 
who are baptized and believe.   

Whenever we make the sign of the cross (whether at a bug funeral or elsewhere), we remind ourselves that we are named 
and claimed as God’s children in the waters of baptism.  And because of Christ’ resurrection, we too will be raised on last 
day to live with him forever. 

Now please understand, don’t start calling me to your home to start officiating bug funerals for your dearly departed 
cockroaches. I imagine that’s probably a quick way for me to get called into the district office for a theological interview. 
You don’t need to start having bug funerals to be reminded of the eternal hope that you have in Christ or to receive 
comfort in life that lasts beyond the grave. Read your Bible.  Pray.  Come to Church.   

But when you come, please just watch where your step.  We have a lot of ants around here and my slate is already quite 
full as far as bug funerals go. 

In Christ, 
Pastor Harbaugh
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 During the four years since the Faith Community Center was completed, we have 
been open to outside use of the facility. Until recently, that regular community outreach 
has been limited to the IHELP men and IHELP women use of the facility once a month. 

We did sign in August 2016 an agreement with the Central Coast Senior Services to have an Adult Day 
Care (ADC) program. The long saga to start that ADC program came to fruition on Monday September 17 
when it finally opened. The ADC will be in the Community Center weekdays from 8 am until 5 pm. 
Meanwhile, the Jesus Center Church began using the facility on Sunday evenings in early June. In August, 
a Girl Scout troup that June Harbaugh attends began using the Community Center on the Monday 
evenings that the IHELP men are not using it, and using the Fellowship room in the church on Mondays 
when the IHELP men are in the Community Center. So we have gone from minimal outside use of the 
facility to having to be concerned with schedules that might overlap (e.g., the Girl Scouts meetings), and 
to ensure that every group (and our own use) cleans up for the next user. Nevertheless, it is great to finally 
see the Community Center finally being fully utilized. It is also great that the cost of the building will now 
be covered by the fees paid by these groups rather than by our gifts for our ministry. 

 There have been a series of meetings with the Adult Day Care leaders and by the Board of Directors 
to get agreement as to some building modifications and what areas are to be used (or not be used). It is 
important that everyone understands that the original Facilities Use Agreement and the recent additions 
to that agreement are to be followed by both sides. Anyone who has questions about the ADC program at 
the Community Center should bring that to the attention of the Board of Directors for resolution. The 
day-to-day questions or needs of the ADC will be relayed to Martha Laden during her work schedule, and 
Martha will refer those questions related to the building to Don Wallich (with RG Nutt as backup) and 
those questions related to administration to me. Thanks are given to Don and RG for their help in 
preparing for the ADC start-up. 

 The primary topic at the September Voters meeting was the election of the 2019 officers and 
Directors of the various Boards. We thank the officers and Directors who have served during 2018, and 
especially Juli Reynolds, Marjorie Keating, and Becca Harbaugh who agreed to fill positions that became 
vacant during the year. However, we have several openings to be filled before the beginning of 2019: 
Treasurer, Board of Mission and Outreach, and the third member of the Board of congregational Care. Any 
member who might be interested in filling one of these positions is encouraged to so inform Pastor, me, or 
anyone on the Board of directors. 

 Finally (and I am really, really tired of having to write this), the Seaside Planning Commission has 
again delayed consideration of the Verizon use permit application for installation of four cell towers on 
electrical power poles in the neighborhood of the church. It appears that this delay might be a political 
decision so that the Seaside City Council does not have to make a decision until after the election in 
November. 

In Peace, 
Russell Elsberry 
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Pictures from Rite of Admission to First Communion - June Paul Harbaugh 
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WEEKDAYS-Adult Care* 8 AM-5 PM 
1st Monday-I-Help Men* 5 PM-Tues. AM 
2nd Tues.-I-Help Women* 5 PM-Wed. AM 

     MONDAYS: Girl Scouts* 6 - 8 PM 
            Sundays: Jesus Center* 4-7:30 PM 

SUNDAYS: Sunday School/Adult Bible Study  9 AM 
SUNDAYS: DIVINE SERVICE 10 AM 
THURSDAYS: Bible Study 11 AM 
Sunday, September 21st:  Board Meeting After Church 

Newsletter Deadline 10 am Tuesday, October 23rd 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28TH:  REFORMATION SUNDAY 
* The ASTERISK * means that this group is NOT ASSOCIATED 

WITH FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH*
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                   OFFICE HOURS:  
  PASTOR HARBAUGH’S OFFICE HOURS:  

  TUESDAYS - WEDNESDAY - THURSDAY  
      10 am - 1pm*  

      *OR BY APPOINTMENT 
         MARTHA’S OFFICE HOURS:  

MONDAY- FRIDAY 9 AM - 1:00 PM
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UNSTUFFED CABBAGE ROLLS 
PREP 20 MIN.     COOK 35 MIN.      READY IN 55 MIN. 

INGREDIENTS: 
2 POUNDS GROUND BEEF 
1 LARGE ONION, CHOPPED 
1 SMALL HEAD CABBAGE, CHOPPED 
2 (14.5 OUNCE) CANS DICED TOMATOES 
1 (8 OUNCE) CAN TOMATO SAUCE 
1/2 CUP WATER 
2 CLOVES GARLIC, MINCED 
2 TEASPOONS SALT 
1 TEASPOON GROUND BLACK PEPPER 

DIRECTIONS: 
HEAT A DUTCH OVEN OR LARGE SKILLET OVER 
MEDIUM-HIGH HEAT.   COOK AND STIR BEEF 
AND ONION IN THE HOT DUTCH OVEN UNTIL 
BROWNED AND CRUMBLY, 5 TO 7 MINUTES;   DRAIN AND DISCARD GREASE.    
ADD CABBAGE, TOMATOES, TOMATO SAUCE, WATER, GARLIC, SALT, AND 
PEPPER AND BRING TO A BOIL.    COVER DUTCH OVEN, REDUCE HEAT, 
AND SIMMER UNTIL CABBAGE IS TENDER.

The Deadline for the NOVEMBER 2018 Newsletter is: 
TUESDAY,  OCTOBER 23RD, 2018 at 10:00 am!

     OCTOBER 2018 BIRTHDAYS! 
  Danielle Ruediger - October 4th 
   Harry DeWeese - October 31st 
  If you want your birthday in the Newsletter,    
           please contact Martha in the office at:  
                                 {831} 394-1312 
                -or- at office@faithseaside.org
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