
THE SEPTEMBER 2018 NEWSLETTER

COMPANIONTHE

This time of  year kids are going back to school.  It seems like the first day of  school is 
happening earlier and earlier every year.  It used to be around Labor Day, but now it’s 
the beginning of  August.  Pretty soon, it will be be a year-round school year.  And in 
fact, some schools are all ready doing just that. One advantage, some say, is that kids 
don’t forget what they learned over the long summer break.  Year-round school.  It’s a 
reminder,  even to us adults, that we are to never stop learning.   

When is the last time you picked up your catechism?  For many of  you. it’s the one with 
the dark blue cover and red lettering on the front.  Inside, on the first page, there is a color picture of  12 year old 
Jesus in the temple.  How long has your “summer break” from the catechism been?  What have you forgotten over 
the break?  What is the Eighth Commandment?  What is the meaning of  the Third Article of  the Creed? What is 
Baptism?  What is the Sacrament of  the Altar?  The Small Catechism has the answers and more.  Many of  you 
committed it’s teaching to heart.  Do you still bring it to mind?  Learning about Christ and his word is a year-round, 
life-long occupation of  every Christian.  And the catechism is a wonderful tool to help us.  It’s not just for children. 
Here’s what Martin Luther has to say about it: “But for myself  I say this: I am a doctor and preacher…yet I do as a 
child who is being taught the Catechism, and every morning, and whenever I have time, I read and say, word for 
word, the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, the Psalms, etc. And I must still read and study daily, 
and yet I cannot master it as I wish, but must remain a child and pupil of  the Catechism, and am glad so to remain. 
…And what else are [those] who are unwilling to read and study the Catechism daily, doing than esteeming 
themselves much more learned than God Himself  with all His saints, angels, patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and all 
Christians? For inasmuch as God Himself  is not ashamed to teach these things daily, as knowing nothing better to 
teach, and always keeps teaching the same thing, and does not take up anything new or different, and all the saints 
know nothing better or different to learn, and cannot finish learning this, are we not the finest of  all fellows to 
imagine, if  we have once read or heard it, that we know it all, and have no further need to read and learn, but can 
finish learning in one hour what God Himself  cannot finish teaching, although He is engaged in teaching it from the 
beginning to the end of  the world, and all prophets, together with all saints, have been occupied with learning it, and 
have ever remained pupils, and must continue to be such? 
…Therefore I again implore all Christians, especially pastors and preachers, not to be doctors too soon, and imagine 
that they know everything… but that they daily exercise themselves well in these studies and constantly treat them; 
moreover, that they…steadily keep on reading, teaching, learning, pondering, and meditating, and do not cease until 
they have made a test and are sure that they have taught the devil to death, and have become more learned than God 
Himself  and all His saints. 
Let us return to the daily study our catechism, which Luther calls “a brief  summary of  all the Holy Scriptures.”  Use 
it in your daily devotions.  Teach it to your children and grandchildren.  It doesn’t take long.  You can start with a few 
minutes a day.  I promise, your study will bear fruit.  If  you’ve misplaced yours, we have copies on the back table at 
church titled “A Simple Explanation of  Christianity.”  You can also read the catechism online:   http://
catechism.cph.org/ or search for the free app: “Luther’s Small Catechism.”  God bless your study of  his word. 

Consider St. Paul’s words to Timothy: “But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have 
firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted 

with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  All 
Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training 

in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.”  
-  2 Timothy 3:14–17 

In His Peace,  
Pastor Harbaugh
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PRESIDENTS CORNER     SEPTEMBER 2018 
              A year ago I started this Newsletter item by saying: “We thank God that Pastor and Becca’s long search for 
a house has been successful with a closing on August 25. Because of  the extensive renovations that will be necessary in 
their house, the Harbaughs will not be moving for about two months.” We now know that the house renovation took 
a lot longer than two months, but after all that renovation they have a very nice house and Pastor can walk to work in 
a few minutes. Another item was: “Some additional good news is that the Central Coast Senior Services (CCSS) has 
finally had a response from the State of  California licensing board regarding the senior day care program that is 
planned for our Faith Community Center. John O’Brien of  CCSS still does not know when the licensing board will 
arrange for an inspection of  our facility, or of  any other requirements.” We now know that that license inspection 
process took much longer and other delays have occurred. The Board of  Directors has decided that we do not want 
to wait any longer and have informed John O’Brien that the senior day care program should begin no later than the 
September 1 (yes, 2018). Still another item was: “The schedule is still unclear as to when the Seaside City Council 
might again consider issuing a use permit for a Verizon cell tower installation on our property. It is now more than a 
year since the City Council delayed a decision and asked the Seaside staff  to examine the feasibility of  other sites for 
the cell tower.” So now another year has passed and presumably on September 26 the Seaside Planning Department 
will consider Verizon’s application for a use permit to install four small cell towers on electrical poles in the 
neighborhood of  the church. My point in repeating these three items is simply that we must pray to God to give us 
(and especially yours truly) patience because these matters are not in our control! 
              At the Voters meeting scheduled for September 16 the main topic is the election of  the 2019 officers and 
Directors of  the standing Boards (Congregational Care, Mission and Outreach, Education, Property, and 
Stewardship). We are still looking to fill several positions and pray that we will be able to fill these positions. We 
certainly thank God that several people have stepped forward during the past year to fill open positions.   

In His Peace~ 
Russell Elsberry 

The Altar Guild would like to thank 
the Annonymous Person 

whose donation made it possible  
for us to get the  

BEAUTIFUL NEW BANNERS 
we have in the Sanctuary! 

The Church would like to  
THANK R.G. and Don 

for hanging the new banners  
AND 

for all that they do to make  
    FAITH LUTHERAN 

    a welcoming and happy place to worship.

† FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH ~ COMPANIONS ON THE JOURNEY  ¢



SPECIAL OFFERING 
On Sunday, September 30th, our “SPECIAL OFFERING” will be going to the 

CNH District Disaster Relief Fund.   This fund will be going to help those who 
have been affected by the recent fires in California. 

Checks may be made payable to the “CNH District Disaster Relief Fund” and 
     sent to:        

         CNH District LCMS 
2772 Constitution Drive, Suite A 

Livermore, CA 94551 
Or, you can go to the District website (www.cnh-lcms.org) and click 

on “Donate Now.” Gifts given TODAY will be sent to the district and prioritized 
for summer of 2018 fire victims and those who support them. 

ACTIVITIES 
On Sunday, September 30th, we will be having a “5TH SUNDAY PICNIC”.  The 

church will be providing sandwiches.  We ask that you bring any of the 
following (there will be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex): 

SALADS - CHIPS - DESSERTS  

 CUT UP FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES 

AND DIFFERENT TYPES OF DRINKS 

(i.e.  JUICES, WATER, SODA POP {COLA}, ETC.)  

Thank You!
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OFFICE 
CLOSED! 11 AM

11 AM

11 AM

11 AM
BOARD  

MEETING
10 AM

   MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3RD - LABOR DAY - OFFICE CLOSED! 

   SEPTEMBER 10TH - SEPTEMBER 11TH - PASTOR OUT 
  SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23RD - BOARD MEETING 

    TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25TH - NEWSLETTER DEADLINE! 

    SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30TH - SPECIAL OFFERING 
    SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30TH - 5TH SUNDAY PICNIC 
    THURSDAYS IN SEPTEMBER - BIBLE STUDY 11 AM

PASTOR ON VACATION

OFFERING 
& 

PICNIC



SEPTEMBER 
2ND

SEPTEMBER 
9TH

SEPTEMBER 
16TH

SEPTEMBER 
23RD

SEPTEMBER 
30TH

ASSISTANT
RUTH 
NUTT

HOWARD 
PEARSON

TIM 
RUEDIGER

RUSS 
ELSBERRY

LOIS 
WALTERS

LECTOR KARL 
KRUEGER

ANDREW 
CASEY

DON 
WALLICH

MARGI 
KEATING

SANDON 
HILL

FLOWERS THE 
RUEDIGERS

THE 
ELSBERRYS

COFFEE 
HOUR

THE 
RUEDIGERS

RUTH AND 
CAROLYN

ALTAR  
GUILD

JULI 
REYNOLDS

BECKY 
PEARSON

SARA 
WILLIAMS

BECKY 
PEARSON

RUTH 
NUTT

   † SEPTEMBER SERVANT LIST ¢

                   OFFICE HOURS:  
PASTOR HARBAUGH’S OFFICE HOURS:  
TUESDAYS - WEDNESDAY - THURSDAY  

  10 am - 1pm*  
              *OR BY APPOINTMENT 

  

   MARTHA’S OFFICE HOURS:  
       MONDAY- FRIDAY 9 AM - 1:00 PM
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NO 
ONE 

SIGNED 
UP

NO 
ONE 

SIGNED 
UPNO ONE 

SIGNED 
UP

NO ONE 
SIGNED 

UP



BEEF STEW       
PREP 20 M  COOK 2 H      

READY IN 2 H 20 M 

INGREDIENTS: 
2 LBS. CUBED BEEF STEW MEAT                 3 TBLSP. VEGETABLE OIL 
4 CUBES BEEF BOUILLON, CRUMBLED      4 CUPS WATER 
1 TSP. DRIED ROSEMARY    1 TSP. DRIED PARSLEY 
1/2 TSP. GROUND BLACK PEPPER  3 LRG.  POTATOES, PEELED AND CUBED 
4 CARROTS, CUT INTO 1 IN. PIECES  4 STLKS CELERY, CUT INTO 1 IN. PIECES 
1 LARGE ONION, CHOPPED   2 TSP. CORNSTARCH 

2 TSP. COLD WATER 
DIRECTIONS: 
IN A LARGE POT OR DUTCH OVEN, COOK BEEF IN OIL OVER MEDIUM HEAT 
UNTIL BROWN.   DISSOLVE BOUILLON IN WATER AND POUR INTO POT.   STIR IN 
ROSEMARY, PARSLEY AND PEPPER. BRING TO A BOIL, THEN REDUCE HEAT, 
COVER AND SIMMER 1 HOUR.   STIR POTATOES, CARROTS, CELERY, AND ONION 
INTO THE POT.    DISSOLVE CORNSTARCH IN 2 TEASPOONS COLD WATER AND 
STIR INTO STEW.    COVER AND SIMMER 1 HOUR MORE.

The Deadline for the OCTOBER 2018 Newsletter is: 
TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER 25TH, 2018 at 10:00 am!

     SEPTEMBER 2018 BIRTHDAYS! 
  Linda Elsberry - 09/17/42 

   Russell Elsberry - 09/26/41 
   R. G. Nutt - 09/28/46 

  If you want your birthday in the Newsletter,    
           please contact Martha in the office at:  

 {831} 394-1312 - or - at office@faithseaside.org
† FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH ~ COMPANIONS ON THE JOURNEY  ¢

mailto:office@faithseaside.org
mailto:office@faithseaside.org

