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“You Will Be My Witnesses” 
Before Jesus ascended into heaven, he told his followers, “You will be my witnesses.”  Jesus wasn’t just 
speaking to his followers back then.  You and I are His witnesses today.  But what does it mean to be a witness?  
Think about a witness on the stand at court.  It means to give testimony.  A witness is not a person who “wins 
souls” or “saves people” or “leads people to a decision for Christ.”  It is the Lord works faith when and where 
it pleases Him. 
As Christ’s witnesses, He uses us to bear witness to who HE is and what HE has done.  This is who we are 

according to I Peter 2:9: “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, THAT YOU MAY 
PROCLAIM THE EXCELLENCIES OF HIM who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.  
1 Peter 3:15 also encourages us:  “Always [be] prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you for a reason for the hope you have, 
but do this with gentleness and respect.” 
So where and to whom do we bear witness?  Well, where has God placed you?  Consider your family, your occupation, your neighbors. 
It may, however, feel like a daunting task to be Christ’s witness.  So let me share a a model that has been helpful for me.  Remember the 
old TV wonder dog Lassie?  That’s the acronym -L.A.S.S.I.E (Listen - Ask - Seek - Share - Invite - Encourage).  Let me break it down.  
(As a note on this process, this model may all take place in the course of an afternoon, or more likely takes place over years and years of 
conversation.)  As Christ’s witnesses, we: 
LISTEN - Be “quick to listen’ (James 1:19).  We are not in the business of bearing witness to Christ simply to get our church 
attendance up or just to add more bucks to our offering plates.  That would mean using other people in a crass manner simply to get 
what we want.  People know if they are being used or marketed to.  So, we are quick to listen because it shows someone that we are 
actually interested in them as a human being, not as a number.  Your family, your neighbors, your co-workers, they have many fears and 
concerns.  What are they?  They may also have many issues with the church; many hurts, wounds, misconceptions. You don’t have agree 
with everything someone says, but we must show that we care by listening.  This is what forms and strengthens a relationship.   
ASK - After we listen, we then ask questions that encourage discussion.  Be genuine.  Use open-ended questions.  Try to phrase 
questions in a non-threatening way.  Don’t assume you’re on the same page.  Ask about words or phrases or concepts that the other 
person shares.   
SEEK - After we listen and ask questions, we seek a point of contact.  Was there as need, fear, hurt, or concern that you can address?  
We seek an opportunity to speak.  We are Christ’s ambassadors to a hurting world.  We seek the Holy Spirit’s wisdom and guidance as 
we then… 
SHARE - We share what truly has the power to calm fears and change people’s hearts.  We share the faith.  It’s not just “our” faith.  It’s 
“the” faith - Christ’s death and resurrection for the forgiveness of sins.  Often it’s helpful to use your story to share His story.  But 
ultimately it’s God’s words that we are sharing.  We’re His messengers. We are simply speaking the Word, not arguing it.  God’s word 
has power in itself.  It is a means of God’s amazing grace.  We’re called to share the words and then let the Holy Spirit be the Holy Spirit, 
to work faith when and where it pleases him. 
INVITE - Next, we invite.  The goal is exposure to God’s word.  Would they be interested in reading the Bible? Reading a Christian 
book?  Listening to a sermon or a Christian podcast online?  Watching a Christian video?  Attending a bible study?  Talking with 
Pastor?  Attending a service?  Each person and each context is different. Consider the different options. 
ENCOURAGE - Finally, be sure to follow up on your conversation(s).  Ask if you could offer a prayer for them right then and there.  
Follow through on any invitations you’ve offered or commitments you’ve made to them.  Follow up by extending new invitations and by 
asking about issues that were shared with you. 
That’s the L.A.S.S.I.E model.  I hope it’s helpful as you consider how to live out your calling to be Christ’s witnesses where He has 
placed you.  Please let me know if I can offer you any help and suggestions. 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE—> 
I’ll leave you with a great quote from Martin Luther, who certainly knows how to drive home a point:  
“We live on earth only so that we should be a help to other people. Otherwise, it would be best if God would strangle us and let 
us die as soon as we were baptized and had begun to believe. For this reason, however, He lets us live that we may bring other 
people also to faith as He has done for us … Everything then should be directed in such a way that you recognize what God 
has done for you and that you, thereafter, make it your highest priority to proclaim this publicly and call everyone to the light 
to which you are called.” 
* material adapted from Every One His Witness (https://www.everyonehiswitness.org/) 

In His Peace, 
Pastor Darren Harbaugh
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER   June 2018 
 It’s really going to happen—Sue and Norm McLeskey will be leaving with June 10 being their last day at 
church.  We especially thank Sue for her service as organist for more than 35 years.  We wish God’s richest 
blessings for Sue and Norm in their move to Santa Fe, New Mexico.  Meanwhile, we continue to search for an 
organist to replace Sue.  Thus far there have been no viable candidates.  Please provide any names of possible 
candidates, and pray for a successful search.  Marjorie Keating has agreed to replace Norm on the Board of 
Congregational Care, but now we are searching for a replacement for Marjorie as Director, Board of Education. 
 It’s really going to happen—Senior Day Care program (hereafter Program) of the Central Coast Senior 
Services (CCSS) is close to opening in our Faith  Community Center.  Yes, it has been 22 months since we 
agreed to host the CCSS Program, and 15 months since the City of Seaside granted the use permit.  John O’Brien 
of CCSS gave a presentation on the Program to the Voters meeting on Sunday.  A key requirement for this type of 
day care is that the clients must be able to care for themselves, which may be evaluated by a nurse.  The CCSS is 
marketing and enrolling clients and will start the program when they have 30 potential clients.  While they are 
licensed to have up to 25 clients, this is a drop-in facility and they hope to average at least 18 clients each day.  
They must have one staff member for each eight clients, and CCSS is training employees for this type of adult 
care.  The first week of operations will be just for training and thus will be without clients.  Meals on Wheels will 
deliver the lunches and there will be morning and afternoon snacks.  The CCSS plans to buy a van to pick up and 
return clients to their home.  John O’Brien has pledged to keep open the lines of communication and we should 
also promptly bring all concerns or issues to the Director of the Senior Day Care program. 
 It’s really going to happen—the District Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (|LWML) has approved 
our grant application to have English as a Second Language (ESL) classes.  Pastor Vallejo from Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Watsonville has been working with Pastor Harbaugh in planning for the ESL classes.  Unfortunately, 
our grant proposal was not ranked in the highest category that will be funded in the first year, and it may be two 
years before the LWML funding is received! 
 It’s really going to happen (well maybe?)—Verizon cell tower on our property??  The City of Seaside 
appears to be delaying consideration of the Verizon use application for four cell towers in the neighborhood of 
the church.  Until that application is considered (and denied), we will not know whether there will be a Verizon 
cell tower on our property. 
 It’s really going to happen—Pastor and Becca announced that they are expecting their third child in 
November—another bundle of joy for the Harbaughs and for our congregation. 

In His Peace, 
Russell Elsberry
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WOMEN OF FAITH 
ANNUAL  

FATHER’S DAY 
PIE FEST IS 

SUNDAY, JUNE 17TH! 
DON’T FORGET TO  
SIGN-UP IN THE 

NARTHEX!
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Working On The Mother’s Day  
                    SURPRISE!!! 



WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6TH - D-DAY REMEMBERANCE 

THURSDAY, JUNE 14TH - FLAG DAY 
SUNDAY, JUNE 17TH - FATHER’S DAY 
TUESDAY, JUNE 19TH - NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
TUESDAY, JUNE 19TH - JUNETEENTH 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20TH - AMERICAN EAGLE DAY 
SUNDAY, JUNE 24TH - BOARD MEETING 
THURSDAY’S ONGOING - BIBLE STUDY 11 AM

BIBLE STUDY 
11 AM

BIBLE STUDY 
11 AM

BIBLE STUDY 
11 AM

BIBLE STUDY 
11 AM

10 AM

CHURCH 
BOARD 

MEETING 
AFTER 

CHURCH

D-DAY
Rememberance

Women of 
Faith’s  

Father’s Day 
Celebration



   † JUNE SERVANT LIST ¢

JUNE 
3RD

JUNE  
10TH 

JUNE 
17TH

JUNE 
24TH

ASSISTANT RUTH  
NUTT

RUSS 
ELSBERRY

LOIS 
WALTERS

HOWARD 
PEARSON

LECTOR KARL 
KRUEGER

LINDA 
ELSBERRY

SANDON 
HILL

DON 
WALLICH

FLOWERS THE 
RUEDIGERS

MARJORIE 
KEATING

THE 
PEARSONS

NO ONE 
SIGNED UP

COFFEE 
HOUR

RUTH & R.G. 
NUTT

MCLESKEY 
RECEPTION

WOMEN OF 
FAITH

CAROLYN & 
LOIS

ALTAR  
GUILD

JULI 
REYNOLDS

RUTH  
NUTT

BECKY 
PEARSON

SARA 
WILLIAMS

  OFFICE HOURS: 
PASTOR HARBAUGH’S OFFICE HOURS: 
TUESDAYS - WEDNESDAY - THURSDAY 

  10 am - 1pm* 
*OR BY APPOINTMENT

 

   MARTHA’S OFFICE HOURS: 
 MONDAY- FRIDAY 9 AM - 1:00 PM
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The Newsletter Deadline for the JULY 2018 Newsletter is: 
TUESDAY,  JUNE 19TH, 2018 at 10:00 am!

    JUNE 2018 BIRTHDAYS! 
    06/08/81 - Rebecca Harbaugh 

    06/21/46 - Ruth Nutt 
         If you want your birthday in the Newsletter,    

    please contact Martha in the office at:  
    {831} 394-1312 -or- at office@faithseaside.org
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GREEK-STYLE RAVIOLI RECIPE 
TOTAL TIME: Prep/Total Time: 25 min. YIELD:2 servings 

INGREDIENTS: 
12 frozen cheese ravioli          1/3 LB. lean ground beef (90% lean) 
1 C. canned diced tomatoes w/basil, oregano & garlic     1 C. fresh baby spinach 
1/4 C. sliced ripe olives         1/4 C. crumbled feta cheese 

DIRECTIONS: 
1. Cook ravioli according to package directions; drain. Meanwhile, in a skillet, cook beef over 
medium heat 4-6 minutes or until no longer pink; drain. Stir in tomatoes; bring to a boil. 
Reduce heat; simmer, uncovered, 10 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
2. Add ravioli, spinach and olives; heat through, stirring gently to combine. Sprinkle with 
cheese.  

NUTRITIONAL FACTS: 
1-1/4 cups: 333 calories, 12g fat (5g saturated fat), 61mg cholesterol, 851mg sodium, 28g carbohydrate 

(5g sugars, 4g fiber), 23g protein. Diabetic Exchanges: 3 lean meat, 2 starch, 1/2 fat.
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